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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 January 2006 . 
2a)£3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-11.17-23.43.45.49-82.86-90.95-102 and 108-133 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IEI Claim(s) 1-11.43.45.49-82.86-90.95-102 and 108-133 is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 17 and 19-21 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) 18,22 and 23 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Art Unit: 2861 

FINAL REJECTION 

The rejection to claims 17, 19-23 and 43 are rejected under 35 USC 102 (a) as being 
anticipated by Kobayashi et al. (JP Pat. 1 1-00531 1 A) have been withdrawn since the claims were 
amended. 

The prior art references newly found necessitated a new ground of rejection is below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if 
the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior arts are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17 and 19-21 are rejected under 35 USC 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Barinaga 
(US Pat. 6,030,070) in view of Kobayashi et al. (JP Pat. 1 1-00531 1A). 

Barinaga disclose in Figure 1 an apparatus for delivering pressurized ink to a printhead 
comprising: 

- an ink pack (13) of flexible material storing ink therein (column 3, lines 16); 

- an ink outlet port (28) communicating with an interior of the ink pack (13); 

- a cartridge case (10) formed for housing the ink pack (13); 
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- a pressurized air inlet ports (55), through which, when the ink cartridge is mounted to 

the recording apparatus, pressurized air is introduced into the cartridge case (10) (column 3, lines 
24-25); 

- first and second cases (10) which constitute the cartridge case, said second case (19) having a 
circumferential portion; and 

- wherein the ink outlet port (28) and the pressurized air inlet port (55) are arranged on the same 
front wall (19) of the cartridge case (10). 

However, Barinaga does not disclose a flange section formed along an edge of an opening 
of the first case, wherein said circumferential portion of said second case covers said flange 
section; at least one lug-shaped member which is formed on the second case and engages 
with the flange section, thereby coupling the first and second cases together, wherein said lug- 
shaped member protrudes inward from an inner surface of said circumferential portion; wherein 
a tapered surface and an engagement step section are formed on the lug-shaped member such 
that, when the second case is attached to the first case, the flange section is relatively guided by 
and along the tapered surface to engage with the engagement step section; wherein the second 
case is formed from a planar section acting as a cover and a fold section formed integral with and 
perpendicular to the planar section, and the lug-shaped member is formed on an interior surface 
of the fold section; and wherein a plurality of independent lug-shaped members are intermittently 
formed on the second case. 



Application/Control Number: 09/765,41 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2861 

Nevertheless, Kobayashi et al. disclose in Figures 1-2 an ink cartridge comprising: 

- first and second cases (11 2, 114) which constitute the cartridge case (110), said second case 
(114) having a circumferential portion; 

- a flange section (1 12 A) formed along an edge of an opening of the first case (112), wherein 
said circumferential portion of said second case (114) covers said flange section (1 12A); 

- at least one lug-shaped member (1 14 A) which is formed on the second case (114) and engages 
with the flange section (112A), thereby coupling the first and second cases (112, 1 14) together, 
wherein said lug-shaped member (114 A) protrudes inward from an inner surface of said 
circumferential portion; 

- wherein a tapered surface (1 14 A) and an engagement step section are formed on the lug- 
shaped member such that, when the second case (1 14) is attached to the first case (112), the 
flange section is relatively guided by and along the tapered surface to engage with the 
engagement step section; 

- wherein the second case (1 14) is formed from a planar section acting as a cover and a fold 
section formed integral with and perpendicular to the planar section, and the lug-shaped member 
is formed on an interior surface of the fold section; and 

- wherein a plurality of independent lug- shaped members (114 A) are intermittently formed on 
the second case (114). 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teaching of Kobayashi et al. in the Barinaga ink 
container for the purpose of engaging between two elements to create a cartridge case for an ink 
bag. 

Response to Applicant's Arguments 

The applicant's arguments with respect to the prior art rejection have been carefully 
considered but not persuasive and have been traversed in view of the new grounds as above 
discussed. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-11, 43, 45, 49-82, 86-90, 95-102 and 108-133 are allowed. 

Claim 18 would be allowable if rewritten to include all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. This claim would be allowable because none of the prior art references 
of record discloses an ink cartridge is mounted to the recording apparatus comprising an ink pack 
that is housed in a first case, the edge of the opening of the case is sealed by a film member, 
thereby realizing a sealed state, and wherein a second case functions as a cover for preventing 
expansion of the film member when the film member receives the pressurized air by a pump in 
the combination as claimed. 

Claims 22-23 would be allowable if rewritten to include all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. These claims would be allowable because none of the prior art 
references of record discloses an ink cartridge is mounted to the recording apparatus comprising 
slit holes are formed through a planar section of a second case to correspond in location to a 
plurality of independent lug-shaped members and to be elongated along the fold section 
in the combination as claimed. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Anh Vo. whose telephone number is (571) 272-2262. 
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The fax number of this Group 2800 is (703) 872-9306. 
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